
To relieve the suffering and bro-
kenness in the lives of the poor,, 
Sister questioned “How could 
the presence of the Felician Sis-
ters the Church and Community 
reach out. 

"We chose to be a visible pres-
ence on the East Side, a compas-
sionate and caring presence, a 
beacon of hope and a witness of 
God’s Love.”  We had the former 
St. Adalbert's School building but 
not much else.  

We decided to open a food pan-
try and dining site to feed people 
with a staff of eight volunteers. 
Admittedly the early days were 
difficult for the brand new facility 
that was named Response To 
Love Center, cont  page 2... 

     By Glenn Gramigna 

 “ It all began in a chance meeting 
with a world famous soon to be 
named saint Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta. I was studying at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia 
when I learned that Mother Teresa 
was coming to our dining room for 
lunch,”  recalls Sr. Mary Johnice. "I 
was privileged to sit next to Mother 
Teresa and I thought perhaps this 
was a sign, that would lead me to 
Calcutta to serve the poor of India 
with the Missionaries Of Charity.  

 Yet, when Sister Johnice expressed 
her desire, with a surprising re-
sponse, Mother Teresa said “No 
your Calcutta is at home, go back 
to Buffalo and serve the poor in 
your midst.”  That was the beginning 
of the Response To Love Center.  

"Since then I've never looked back."   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

said Sr. Johnice.  

Upon her return, sister reflected 
on her own happy childhood 
years in a very religious home and 
protected environment, on Buf-
falo’s East Side. But now she saw 
there was a dramatic shift toward 
poverty, crime and the area's 
deterioration. 

 

By Mike Gilhooly  

Sister’s School is churning out 
GED Graduates on a regular 
basis now. Thanks to the ability 
of our teaching staff Caitlin, 
Terry and Walter our computer 
class instructor.   

The second floor of the Center 
has become more than just class-
rooms, it has become a beacon 

of hope for people to put struc-
ture and education in their lives.  

Many of our graduates have com-
mented that they have mixed 
feelings about graduating as they 
enjoy the classes so much.  

The small graduation celebrations  
have many times become emo-
tional, and are seen as an incen-
tive to the other students work-

ing to attain their own GED Cer-
tifications.  

A majority of the graduates have 
gone on to higher education.  

Some have entered the work-
force directly after graduation.  

Our Sister’s School continues to 
expand and we look forward to 
another successful year of edu-
cating the people we serve.  

Mother Theresa  

saw the need. 

From Mother Teresa's Mouth to God's Ear 
The Story Of The Response To Love Center 
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As we open our doors to serve the needs of 
many individuals and families at the Center, let 
us reflect upon the words of Mother Teresa: 

 "We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just 
a drop in the ocean, but the ocean would be less 
because of that missing drop." 

 How important is our gifted presence and 
sincere giving to another! In the dining site and 
pantry, we feed; in the thrift shop, we clothe; 
in the intake room, we meet; in the class-
room, we teach.... 

Here and there, God invites us to respond. 
This year, let us bless one another with CARE, 
COMPASSION AND IN COMMUNITY!  

To CARE for the needs of the underserved, in 
a spirit of COMPASSION and dedicated out-
reach to the COMMUNITY is our goal for 
this year.  

There is a newness and excitement to experi-
ence, challenges and opportunities to capture 
in the surprises that God continues to send 
our way. Together, as we open our hearts, 
our minds and our hands, the blessings of God 
will be numerous.  

For, He has taught us in the PAST  

and led us into the NOW, and gives  

us the FUTURE for building up the  

Kingdom here on earth. team. Two longtime volunteers, 
Sharon Schneider and Melinda 
Schmitt, will assist Kathleen. 
Sharon has worked for a num-
ber of years in the Intake Room 
and is familiar with the opera-
tions of the Center.  
 
Melinda, another longtime vol-
unteer, assists Robert Sprague 
with the data entry and tracking 
of the client database. Each of 
these individuals brings special 
talents to the team, and the 
administrative staff is confident 
that they will continue the ex-
cellent work that Sr. Kathy pro-
vided in the past. 

The administrative staff would 
like you to join us in congratu-
lating Sr. Kathy on being as-
signed to the position of Co-
Director of St. Bridget’s Out-
reach Center. Sr. Kathy has 
been a dedicated and valuable 
asset the Response To Love 
Center, and we will miss her 
cheerful guidance and devoted 
service. 
 
New this year will be a Volun-
teer Coordination Team to 
assume the duties of Sr. Kathy. 
Kathleen Majchrzak, who has 
extensive experience in the 
Intake Room, will head the 

Sr . Mary Johnice CSSF 

New Volunteer and Staff Update 

Response To Love Center Newsletter 

  
 “At first we didn’t have enough food to 
feed people,” said Sister Johnice. “But, 
then a tractor trailer pulled up full of 
food from a food show that was held at 
the Buffalo Convention Center. This was 
a miraculous sign that we were going in 
the right direction.  
 
Food pick ups and deliveries pointed out 
the need for a van. We were told that no 
one would donate the money, let alone 
$10,900 that was needed for the pur-
chase. Listening to our plea and sincere 
request the Buffalo Foundation donated 
the funds, the cargo van became a reality.  
 
We were being led by God, but now in 
our continued ministry our response 
came in listening, reflecting and doing 
what God wanted. Through the years, 
numerous services have been offered 
that include Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dinners, holiday adopt-a-families, poverty 
awareness for youth, school supply, per-
sonal care items and canned good drives. 
  

The Center’s  volunteer list of more than 
100 has grown to include a stellar list of 
local celebrities from Ch. 2’s Kevin 
O’Connell to former Congressman Jack 
Quinn to Common Council President 
Dave Franczyk, Hon. Judge Margret Ol-
szewski Szczur, and Most Rev. Edward 
Kmiec, Bishop of Buffalo. 
 
We emphasize education, job training and 
encourage our clients to become self-
sufficient. The GED and computer classes 
offer this opportunity.  
 
With the upcoming planned Sisters Care 
Center we start the journey to better 
health in the clients life.  
 
We are called to be responsible stewards 
for all God has given us, He has showered 
us with blessings and provided for our 
needs.  
 
Let us share our gifts and talents so that 
God may be known through all our good 
works. 

The Story Of The Response To Love Center 
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nered with private and public sectors 
to bring to fruition Sister Johnice’s 
vision of addressing the physical well 
being of the people who use the Cen-
ter. 

Through a private bequest, funds are 
in place to pay for the needed furnish-
ings, which are on order with Prentice 
Office Environments of Buffalo.   

The leadership at Prentice saw the 
value in the Care Center, and do-
nated their time not only to design 
the third floor complex, but also 
made many presentations to our 
other partners. 

Working through Senator Hillary 
Clinton, IBM donated all the com-
puters needed at the six stations in 
the four-room Care Center complex. 

The Response to Love Center is beginning 
it’s third decade of providing service to 
the less fortunate of Buffalo’s East Side.  In 
an effort to provide a holistic and compre-
hensive approach the Response to Love 
Center is opening Sister’s Care Center.   

The Care Center will not be a clinic, but 
rather a warm, non-threatening environ-
ment where caring and therapeutic rela-
tionships will emerge.   

This program will provide our people an 
opportunity to speak freely with health-
care professionals regarding health con-
cerns.   

These volunteer professionals will monitor 
each individual’s health status and mentor 
improvement, thereby encouraging healthy 
lifestyles. 

The Response to Love Center has part-

Fidelis Care New York provided 
$35,000.00 to complete renovations in 
the Care Center, which included repair 
and painting of the walls, installation of 
new flooring, installation of new drop 
ceilings and lighting, and electrical re-
wiring which included a new service 
panel for the third floor.   

Independent Health is working with 
CUBRC (Calspan/UB Research Cen-
ter) to develop an electronic health 
record that will be used at Sister’s 
Care Center.  

This record, which will be know as 
“Your Picture of Health”, is being de-
signed to capture the health concerns 
of the underserved and provide sup-
port to people to access the health 
care system, who otherwise would 
remain underserved.   

By connecting people with health care 
services and doing follow ups on a rou-
tine basis, Your Picture of Health can 
help to achieve greater quality of health 
for this underserved community. 

The Care Center program and the 
electronic health record have drawn 
wide interest from many other agen-
cies and from state and national lead-
ers.    

During her visit to Sister’s Care Cen-
ter on June 2, 2006, Senator Clinton 
remarked that "Something very impor-
tant is happening here today.   

What we're announcing today is revo-
lutionary. . . . What I see is not only 
providing services for people, but an 
inspiration." 

Sisters Care Center 
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appreciative and are really grate-
ful for what you do for them,” 
says Claire Franczyk, who will be 
off to start college at Fairfield 
University in Connecticut this fall. 
“Some of our friends from the 
suburbs might think that the peo-
ple you meet here wouldn’t be 
nice or that it would be actually 
dangerous to be here, but that is 
not true,” adds Clair’s twin sister, 
Natalie, a soon to be member of 
the Class of 2010 at the Univer-
sity of Richmond.  

“These are good people that you 
find here. It’s just that they are 
poor and need a little extra help 
right now, which we are happy to 
give them. Actually, I feel very 
safe and comfortable around 
them.” 

 Of course, the Franczyk girls come 
from a family with a tradition of 
public service. Their father is Buf-
falo City Court Judge Tim Franczyk 
while their uncle is Common Coun-
cil President Dave Franczyk. The 
twins’ friend and fellow volunteer, 
Phil Lowrey, a Canisius High junior 
in September, heartily agrees with 
their views on the joys of volun-
teering at Response to Love Cen-
ter. 

   “It gives you a great sense of sat-
isfaction to know that you are using 
your time to really help others,”  he 
points out. “Actually, you get much 
more than you give when you vol-
unteer at the Center. And, it’s a gift 
that keeps giving throughout your 
life.”  

 By Glenn Gramigna 

What was the really cool way 
for local teenagers to spend 
their time last summer? While 
the answers to this question 
might vary, for 18 year old 
Claire and Natalie Franczyk and 
15 year old Philip Lowrey, there 
is only one good reply: Becom-
ing a Response to Love Center 
Volunteer. 

   During the summer of ’06, this 
energetic trio enthusiastically 
gave of their time and efforts 
helping disadvantaged folks from 
the east side get their GED 
training, a commitment they 
found to be both enjoyable and 
inspiring. 

 “ It’s a lot of fun helping these 
people because they are so  

Please support  our sponsors t hey make t his new slet t er possible. 
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The Story of 3 Volunteers 
Youthful Volunteers Learn the Joy of Giving at RTLC 

“ ...that it 

would be 

actually 

dangerous to 

be here, but 

that is not 

true,”  



Important Upcoming Dates 
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September  2006 

11th  Opening Day 

11-12-13-14 Volunteer orientation  

21st St. Gregory the Great 8th 
grade retreat day. 

29th RSVP Tribute Day at Hearth-
stone Manor 

October  

10th Center Closed Blessed Angela 

18th UPS Volunteer Day 

 25th Fall Raffle Drawing 

November  

22nd Thanksgiving prep day 

23rd Thanksgiving Dinner 

December  

18th News Neediest Food Give-
away 

19-20 News Neediest Toys Give-
away 

25th Christmas Dinner 

given personal needs 381. 

·  Total number of families given 
client needs 535. 

·  Total number of GED graduates 
from Sisters School 9. 

·  Total number of students served 
at any given time is 45-60. 

·  Total number in Computer 
Class students is 20. 

·  Total number of children given 

school supplies is more than 
200. 

·  That the Response To Love 
Center participated in the 
Summer Poverty Awareness 
Program allowing students to 
serve in our facility. The stu-
dents that served numbered 
147.  

 

In 2005 and 2006 the  

·  Total number of families reg-
istered was 607. 

·  Total number of individuals 
registered was 1250. 

·  Number of meals served was 
22,174. 

·  Number of food bags assem-
bled and distributed 2095. 

·  Total number of families 

Did You Know? 
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