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Christmas Dinner Surprise

Local Football Legends Show Up To Serve Christmas Dinner

By Mike Gilhooly

Christmas dinner 2007 started just as
any other year for the staff and vol-
unteers at the Response to Love
Center. The Chicken Kiev was putin
the oven early Christmas morning,
potatoes made, veggies ready.

At 9 am the servers and buffet table
workers arrived. Sister Johnice as-
sembled the workers, some of whom
were here for the first time, and gave
the volunteers their responsibilities.

Sister said a prayer to begin the cele-
bration and al were ready for the
dinner service.

Outside a pick-up truck with a horse
trailer pulled into the RTLC parking
lot, and a Jolly man in ared suit with

along white beard unloaded a
beautiful horse from the trailer. He
announce to the neighborhood,
“MERRY CHRISTMAS! Come
and Get It!” Wayne Wolf (owner
of Ponyxpression.com aka Santa)

spent the morning visiting the chil-
dreninside and advertising the
dinner outside.

Getting underway our specid unan-
nounced guests arrived. Buffalo
Bill’s Quarterback Trent Edwards
and his sister Shelby came to help.
Trent, the night before was a a
Christmas party and mentioned to
his friend, Thurman Thomas, that
he was volunteering at the Re-
sponseto Love Center on Christ-
mas day. Thurman Thomas was
inspired and wanted to come and

serve, joining him were his wife
and daughters. They were very
gracious in spending their time
and talents with us here at the
Response to Love Center. The day
was aspecial treat for the clients
and volunteers. In addition to
serving the peopl e the football
heroes signed autographs on table
cloths, placemats, shirts. When
they first arrived, a young boy
spotted Trent Edwards and knew
exactly who he was. He was
speechless and stood pointing,
luckily I had my camera handy.
Trent Edwards saw the young
man and came over to the boy and
gave him a hug. Snapping off a
picture, | was ableto print it, get it
autographed, and present the auto-
graphed photo (shown below) to
the boy for Christmas.

New Veteran Career Center Opening at Response to Love Center

By Glenn Gramigna

We've all read the terrible stories
about veterans who have bravely
served our country, being left

unemployed and homeless by the

economic uncertainties of atrou-
bled time. Now The Response to
Love Center has joined forces
with Am-Vets Post #45in Or-

chard Park to strike ablow
against poverty amongst veter-
ansin our community. Follow-
ing aprogram aready used in
other cities, any honorably
discharged veteran will be able
to study technical courses such
as Excdl, Power Point, and
Lotus aswell as more familiar

skillsincluding Home Busi-
ness, Grammar, and Business
Ethicsin a brand new complex
within the Response to Love
Center free of charge. After
going through an interview
process, they will study the
courses
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at personal com-
puters using edu-
cational materials supplied to them by the
program.

Overseeing the operation will be "coaches'
on hand to help the student-veterans with
any problems that might come up.

Joe Lipowski

"Honorably discharged veterans will be able

to take as many of these courses as they
want or need to," explains Joe Lipowski of
Am Vets Post Hank Nowak #45.

"Non-veterans will have to pay $50 per
course. Those who apply will haveto go
through an extensive interview process that
will determine what courses they should be
taking first, if they need to get their GED,
and exactly what their needs and abilities
are.

After that they will be able to start their
training which could lead to good paying
jobsin the business world.

“Theimportant thing isfor them to get go-
ing toward building a better life for them-
selves and their families. The programisa
response to the growing problem of poor

and jobless veteransin America,” said Sister

Johni ce the Executive Director of the Re-
sponseto Love Center.

“We wanted to get involved with this pro-
gram because of her (Sr. Johnice) specia

concern for our veterans,” Responseto Love

Center volunteer Mike Gilhooly adds. "She

has a special placein her heart for our veter-
ans and wants to make sure they get the help

they need and deserve." For more informa-
tion on this program, call 894-7030.
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Faces of Youth

By Kathleen Majchrzak

A day away fromthe routine of high
school classes... fieldtrip!
A day of prayer and quiet thought...
priceless!

Freshman students from St. Joe's Colle-
giate Ingtitute and Immaculata Academy
have been coming to Response to Love
Center to participatein a Day of Reflec-
tion that encourages them to focus on the
question: “Whoam 7",
After Sr. Johnice wel comes them, the
students attend presentations on self-
identity, making good choices and friend-
ship.
Since no trip to RTLC would be complete
without atour of the Center, the volunteer
tour guides provide history, interesting
triviaand a physical workout on the origi-
nal “stair master”.
The mid-day Mass is followed by lunch
and a media presentation featuring the
many faces of volunteers at service to the
poor.
The closing prayer service remindsthem
of God' s message,
“Fear not | have called you by name: you
aremine.” (Isaiah 43:1)

Joining the more than 300 people from the
Buffalo Diocese, Sr. Johnice, S. Rose and
Mike Gilhooly attended the 2008 March
for Life in Washington DC on January 22-
23. For more information, photos and a
video of the event visit:
www.WNY ProLife.org

St. Adalbert’s Response To Love Center
130 Kosciuszko S.

Buffalo, NY 14212

(716) 894-7030

W ebsite: www.ResponseToLoveCenter.org
mike@responsetolovecenter.org
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In his Prayer for
Peace, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds
us: “Itisin Giving that we Receive.”
During these past months, we have
come to realize the profound blessings
from God in our lives and at our Cen-
ter. The giftedness of our staff, the
generosity of youth groups, Seniors,
corporations and community added to
the remembrance of those in need.

Although the winter monthswere
long, dark and dreary, the touch of
kindness brought about brightnessin
the hearts of our clientswho received
new clothing, persona careitemsand
added surprisesin their food bags.
What isit that we Receivein our Giv-
ing? As we reflect, theresponse
comes in the tears of gratitude, the
smiles on aface, the note of thanks
and a heartfelt embrace.

May we journey together knowing that
God iswith us and inviting us con-
stantly to listen as He directs our path-
way to attend to those in need. Let us
be grateful to God for the opportuni-
ties to RECEIVE from others and
GIVE to others whom God will send
our way!
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Everybody Loves Mary!
TG Valuittaer Spodlight

Thereisno sweeter person in the world
than 84 year old veteran Response to Love
Center volunteer Mary Nadol ski.

Though she works very hard at the Center,
several days aweek, what she does will
never be asimportant as what she radiates:

By Glenn Gramigna

A love for each and every person she meets
that seemsto know no bounds.” They call
her 'the hugger' because she hugs everyone
shemeets," Sister Johnice points out.

0 DY 1 DAL “ghe seems to have away of knowing who
thereisaround her, who might be alittle down or in need of
some affection and finds away to give them exactly what they
need.” Adds Volunteer Coordinator Kathy Majchrzak: "Mary
has the ahility to see Jesusin everyone. She sees God in every-
one she meets. Mary totally believesthat if you have faith, God
will take care of everything....
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Mary could not believe anyone would be interested enough in
her to even want to write about her. Still, thelife of Mary
Nadolski is aremarkabl e testament to her strength of character.
“If I can make someone feel alittle better by sharing the joy
that | feel, then | definitely want to doit,” said Mary. Faced
with adivorce she didn't want after 40 years of marriage, this
Cheektowaga resident could have allowed her life to dissolve
into bitterness. Instead, she choseto use therest of her lifeto
give hope to everyone around her. "It was a difficult thing to go
through, but | decided | wanted to devote the rest of my life to
helping those less fortunate than me," Mary recalls. "I worked
for many years with Sister Desponsata who was doing alot to
help the poor on the east side. When she passed away, | came
to work for the Response to Love Center and Sister Johnice and
I've enjoyed every minute of it.

Mary Nadolski on Ash Wednesday at | mmaculate Concep-
tion in East Aurora, NY with the kids!
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Br. Daniel Geary OFM

Director - Fr. Justin Rosary Hour. Lead-

ing the Rosary Hour through changing

times and its 75th year, Br. Daniel contin-

ues the evangelization begun by Fr. Justin

Figas and the radio ministry that is now

on the Internet and broadcast radio in 10

citiesin North America. For hiscontinued Br. Daniel Geary OFM
efforts to serve those in need Br.Daniel

has been named $P 3R DIGI&IMYHOR WH<HULQ5 HDILRQ

The Fr. Justin Rosary Hour can be heard in Buffaloon : / 2)
)0 6XQ DP: ; 5/ $0 6XQ oP
30 : --/ $0 ORQ SP. On the Internet visit:

http://www.r osar yhour .r olaweb.com/english.php
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