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2007 Thanks-

giving OO h k [ [ | .
2007 Thanksgiving Blessings
Director Hundreds Celebrate and Give Thanks at RTLC
Super Volun- ) ) )
teers 400—SOQ people expected to show_ ciently stationed in other spotsto
up for dinner. Alsojoiningusagain  perform chores such as serving up
Vieat Raffle for the 5™ year was Channel 2 with
Mary Frionaand the 2 on your side  pieces of pie and cake or taking
Daybreak crew. specia care of the many children
This year we had the most rainfall who would soon arrive.
recorded in a 24 hour period in “The reason why | come every
more than ayear the day and night  year and have been coming for 15
before Thanksgiving day, thisre- yearsisthat this gives me a great
sulted in our lower dining room opportunity to give something
and kitchen flooding slightly. So back to this community, which
% *Q@* P UQD we gtarted off the day bailing and has been so good to us,” explained
Once again the Real Spirit of mopping up rain water, but God Judge Szczur. “My husband, Jm
Thanksgivingwason vividdisplay  ang His Grace stopped therainjust  also comes and we bring our son
at thisyear’ s version of the Re- minutes before we beganto serve.  Jay because we want him to un-
Sponse to Love Center’s free The volunteers, including Ch. 2 derstand that the true meaning of
NSIDE Thanksgiving dinner, thankstothe  \weatherman Kevin O'Connell and ~ Thanksgiving and Christmas has
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enthusiasm of a diverse group of
eager volunteers. On hand were over
100 volunteers who had willingly

Family Court Judge Margaret
Szczur, CEO of Independent
Health Dr. Michad Cropp and his

to do mainly with giving, not
getting.
Continued pg 2...

SHAbNNICeR 2 given up the chance to enjoy wife Lois, Vice President of CU-
W rites Thanksgiving morning with their BRUC Mike Moskal, took their

families to spend it with dozens who places, lined up at the main course
W al-Mart 3 have been less privileged inlifethan  sgrving table, poised to dish out
Diversity themselves. The day started at 5am healthy portions of turkey with all

with Fran and the Sstersstartingto  the trimmi ngs. Others were effi-
Awesome 4 prepare the feast for the anticipated
Volunteers
Volunteer 5 Meat Raffle Success
Appeal By Mike Gilhooly
PRI > attended and were ready to front of us. The winning num-
i win awhole myriad of differ-  bers were given the meat,
BishopsLet- 6 ent meat prizes. All the poultry, seafood, pasta, rice,
ter chances sold for only onedol-  desserts and some champagne

lar and the entrance fee of five  and wine. We would liketo

New Semi- 7 dollarswhich incdluded snacks, offer ahuge THANK YOU to

narian

The Father Justin Knights of Co-

lumbus held a meat raffle to bene-

fit the Response to Love Center

on Saturday November 17th 2007.

The building was filled to capac-

ity by 7pm. More than 350 people

beer, pop, coffee and a deli-
cious roast beef sandwich. |
have never been to ameat raf-
fle before and had no idea
what to expect. It was a blagt.
We were seated at tables with
refreshments and awhed in

the Fr. Justin Knights and ook
forward to the next meat raf-
fle! Proceeds from the eve-
ning brought a generous dona-
tion to Response to Love Cen-
ter.
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We have been given so much. Now we
want to do what we can to give back to
those less fortunate than ourselves”

O’ Connell pointed out that opportunities
for service like this one teach him therea
meaning of being a celebrity. “The truth
isthat my so-called celebrity statusis
overblown,” he declared. “What isreally
important isthat | can use it to help peo-
plein our community who really need and
deserve help. Thanksgiving is all about
family and every single person hereis
family to me.”

Response to Love Center Volunteer Coor-
dinator Kathleen Mgjchrzak points out
that, far from suffering from a shortage of
volunteersto help out with this yearly
feast, she actually hasto turn applicants
away. “Yes, it'struethat, at acertain
point, we tell people who call up wanting
to help, ‘ Thanks very much. But, we have
all the people we need. Why don’t you
try another facility and we give them a
list, she reports. “People just love to come
and do something for someone else.”

Sister Johnice, a veteran of almost two
decades of putting on these dinners, has
seen this phenomenon before.

“The interesting thing isthat sometimes
our recipients do as much for our volun-
teers as the volunteers do for our recipi-
ents,” she explains. ” Many of our volun-
teershave lost aloved one recently or
have had some other problem in life and
helping those who truly need and deserve
help can be a great benefit to them too...
Areyou looking for the real spirit of
Thanksgiving? Y ou can find it here every
day at the Response to Love Center.”
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“ Sncethere will never cease to be some need
on earth, | therefore command you to open
your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in
your land.”

In reflecting and praying these sacred words,
what comes to mind is the generosity of God's
love. The valuable giftedness of our Sisters
and Staff, the Volunteers and Y outh groups
bring the special touch of God' s heding peace,
wel comed joy, and heartfelt compassion to the
guests whom we serve at Response to Love
Center.

There are countless hours spent herein prepar-
ing and serving meals, sorting clothing and
household items, taking applications for in-

takes and working weekends to sort toys; get-

ting ready for the holiday meals by chopping
onions and celery, roasting and carving tur-
keys for Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

What a supportive presence and joy filled
experience for everyone who was part of the
past days.

Y et, there were others who were unableto
serve asregular Staff in the Center. Their giv-
ing came through the generosity of donations
through monetary gifts, canned good drives,
homemade baked goods, turkey dinners, per-
sonal careitems and toys.

Donors and benefactors came as individuals,
youth and school groups, community, parishes
and organizations, Girl and Boy Scout Groups

and High School students. The“ GIVING
MINISTRY” led usto assist in paying our
high utility costs, sponsor Thanksgiving and
Christmas Dinners at the center and for the
homebound, adopt families and individuas for

St. Adalbert’s Response To Love Center
130 Kosciuszko S.

Buffalo, NY 14212

(716) 894-7030

W ebsite: www.ResponseTolLoveCenter.org
mike@responsetolovecenter.org

the holiday season, supply food, cloth-
ing and personal careitems for our day
to day operations.

Many hands and hearts were opened to
the poor and needy at Response to
Love Center... What ablessing of God
you areto al of us.. thank you one and
al!

Into the seasons of
ADVENT WAITING, CHRIST-
MAS AND HOLIDAY CELE-
BRATING, NEW YEAR EM-
BRACING,

May we journey together in
PEACE, LOVE AND JOY!
Let usListen,

Reflect and
Respond....

With prayerful remembrance,
Sister M. Johnice C.S.SF.
Executive Director

00000000000:

Prease remember in your .
prayers, *Our volunteerswho
are fedling under the weather: ¢
SUWFRP AN %@ HoU ¢
&DW. HMD . [P . XFKDUAL :
* 6U* HRKGH3IMUNwho @
passed away, S. Gertrudewas €
a part of the team of Felician
sisters here at the Response to
Love Center and enjoyed her
ministry to the people in the
thrift shops.

May the angels lead you into
paradise; may the martyrs come
¢ to welcome you, and take you to ¢

the Holy City the New and
eternal Jerusalem.
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On September 18 and 19" the Response to Love Center
hosted Wal-Mart diversity days. This was a chance for the
Western New Y ork Wal-Mart managers and assi stant manag-
ersto visit the Response to Love Center and experience pov-
erty firsthand.

Its purpose was first of all to show the people from Wal-Mart
where their donations go, secondly to expose the management
team to a different way of life thusthe diversity days, day of
learning. This gave them a chanceto be able to sit and eat
with the poor and tour the facility and see what services are
offered by the Response to Love Center.

The management team 80 in all, visiting in groups of 40 on

Tuesday and Wednesday started the morning off with a conti-
nental breakfast and an introduction to the center, a short mul-
timedia presentation and then took a guided tour of the center.

The people from Wal-Mart could not have been more friend-
lier and accommodating. We the staff and volunteers appreci-
ated the opportunity to show them what we do!

Comments were made of how outstanding our staff and vol-
unteers|ooked and acted on those two days. On two normally
very busy days we had an additional 40 peoplein the building
at any time visiting the dining site the dining room the thrift
shops, second floor, third floor and these weren't just average

people, they wereretail store managers with an eye on quality.

The comments | heard throughout the two days from these
professional managers, were that our volunteers and staff were
some of the finest people they’ ve ever seen and wished they
were in their stores. From the general organization and
cleanliness of the thrift shopsto the Swiss watch timing of
Fran and the dining room staff, | think it took some by sur-
prise.

What' simportant now is that the people need to hear these
comments, (of course they did not, because they were busy
working,) so | share what was heard. | personally would like
to offer my congratulations and heartfelt gratitude to all the
volunteers, especially those that served those two days. A job
well donel
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With a special remembrance of prayer, we thank God
for 6U - XDQW 1 RZ DNwho served with us at the Re-
sponse to Love Center. Sister gave herself generously to
our people and was gift to our lives. For the time spent
with us, “Thank You Sister” and may
God bewith you at your new assignment.
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Please support our sponsors they make this newsletter possible.

Our Volunteers are Awesome!

By Glenn Gramigna

When abig event is coming up and
volunteers are needed, Response to
Love Center Volunteer Coordina
tor Kathy Majchrzak never hasto
worry about being overworked.
Ingtead, she simply turnsto volun-
teer Sharon Schneider and she al-
ways does the job, as the Center’s
special events volunteer coordina-
tor.

“Take Thanksgiving for
example,” Kathy explains.
“Someone hasto call al our
Thanksgiving and Christmas vol-
unteers to make sure enough of
them are coming. If | had to do that
myself in addition to my every day
duties, that would be pretty tough.
Fortunately, Sharon takes over the
responsibility for making sure we
have volunteers for special events
and pullsit off every time.”

Anyone who attended the 2007
version of the Center’ s annual free
Thanksgiving dinner can attest to

the fact that there

was just the right

number of volun-

teers on hand,

thanks to Sharon.

“I really enjoy help-

ing Kathy,” Sharon

points out. “ She

does such agreat job

with the every day
volunteersthat | feel

a special responsihility todo a
good job with the special event
volunteers. Still, | have to thank
my husband, Dick for getting me
involved with thiswonderful
place.”

In fact, it was Dick that Sharon has
to thank for her own volunteer ca-
reer at Responseto Love.

“1 was unloading atruck and |
made the mistake of asking Sister
Johniceif there was anything |
could doto help,” Dick recalls.
“That was 25 yearsago and I've
been here ever since.”
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Despite several medical problems
of hisown, Dick aways seems to be there
when Sister Johnice needs him.

“Whether they need meto pass out
food baskets or anything else, I'm hereto
help and | love doing it,” says Dick. “It'sa
re-affirmation of what | was taught when |
was growing up. ‘Love Thy Neighbor.’
These are words we should all live by.”
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4th S Gregs Retreat

11th S. Greg's Retreat

17th Food Distribution
18th Food Distribution
19th Toy Distribution
20th Toy Distribution
21st Christmas Meal Prep

25th Christmas Community
Dinner

Dec 21 - Jan 1 Christmas Re-
cess

January 2008
7th Center Re-Opens

We Need You!
W e have students, working

Hal Retd ad Honic Gove A/alade. adults, recently retired and active
Msgr. Nesh Goundl No. 3875 By Mike Gilhooly seniors that continue to show up
261uth m3[8)' BuUffdo, The Response To Love Center isin corr and wouldn't have it any other

stant need of volunteers. way. The greatest gift anyone can
gve is the gift of time and talent.

Kathleen, our volunteer coordinator is Don't wait call today!

an expert at matching volunteersto their

particular strengths and thereby makes 7R YREQMUFD@
the experience enjoyable for everyone. . DIGHQ DW
If you could spare one day aweek, one WIMRQ
day amonth, one day every other month, (1
www.kafc38/.0g WENED YOU! : HZRXG®RHW KHDU
The rewards are hard to put into words, IURP \ RX

the ability to give selflesdly istruly a gift
from God. Our volunteers are from all
walks of life and are in al stages of life.

“Come and See!”
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